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19 e HHERER O BITIC LD ATH D B 22
= RIMIEHARZ OHELEL T=
‘Design, materials and techniques of Japanese lacquer works
made for export in the 19" century, called Nagasaki Raden’

(Original in Japanese language)

The master thesis revealed following results: Through the impact of the
Dutch East Indian Company (VOC), a new lacquering style for furniture,
called Nagasaki Raden was developed between 1820 and 1850. A lacquer
workshop in Kyoto was influenced by Dutch and Swedish books on European
flowers and animals, which had been brought as a present to the Japanese
government. The Japanese lacquer workshop in Kyoto designed the ordered
objects according to the Dutch style of living, and the preferred flower and
bird design. The shape of chests and cabinets was mostly ordered by the
VOC members with a removable stand to use them on the Tatami (low size)
as well as in a European surrounding with legs. The coloring materials were
traditional Japanese pigments like cinnabar and gofun (a white pigment
made of shells) bound by animal glue in the beginning, later transparent red
and purple dyes, were used between shell and tinfoil, similar to the
European gilding techniques, reflecting the light through the thin and
transparent colored shell like a mirror. The VOC even exported a cobalt
pigment, which was produced and manufactured for the Delft porcelain
glazes, known to be the first artificial blue pigment traded to Japan. The
completely new developed and colorful technique on a black lacquered
background was so difficult in production that no other workshop was able to
produce it. Without the order, books and materials of the Dutch East Indian
Company’s merchants those objects would not have been created. Since the
workshop produced in Kyoto, all orders had to be transported to the artificial
island Dejima/ Nagasaki, before they could be loaded on the Dutch ships.
After the seclusion of Japan Dejima island was the only port where foreign

ships were admitted to anchor and trade. Due to typhoons the ships from
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Osaka to Nagasaki wrecked 3 times during 30 years, and the whole cargo
was lost. Dutch ships were not arriving regularly and in some cases the
objects ordered by the VOC were not paid during some years. The ‘Aogaya’
(‘blue shell’) workshop had to live on borrowed money for a long period due
to the delay in payment and natural disasters. Still, he managed to create
a unique style in a extremely refined technique admired around the western
world, until Japan opened its borders and the trading center changed from
Nagasaki to Yokohama. Aogaya retired and his limited works remain
together with books of design and trading in the finest collections of Japan
and overseas.

In Japan it is barely possible to take a sample from the original or cause any
loss. Dr. Kaori Hidaka from the Museum for Japanese History took a sample
from a Nagasaki Raden box she bought in an Amsterdam antiquity store.
Cross sections of the samples were taken as a base and different sample
boards were made to proof the few results and compare them to the original.
The final result for yellow was gamboges; transparent red was carmine
naccerath, a special cochineal red used for book painting by European
monks. Blue was considered to be Dutch ultramarine- actually smalte and
Delft cobalt blue. Other pigments are known for more than thousand years
in Japanese painting, like cinnabar, gofun, gunjo and rokusho (malachite
and lapis lazuli).

Most of the objects in Europe have been researched in the Netherlands
(Rijksmuseum foor Volkenkunde Leiden- Siebold Collection), Germany
(Staatliches Museum fuer Voelkerkunde- Siebold Collection) and Great
Britain (Michael Dean Collection). In Japan the Collection of the Nagasaki
Museum for History and Culture, Kobe Municipal Museum, Gifu Arts Museum
and the National Museum of Japanese History Sakura supported the
research.

To proof the thesis, two objects were reconstructed after research of the
originals from the Munich Siebold Collection (Flower Stand, S347) and the
National Museum of Japanese History Sakura (Box containing two ceramic

bottles from Arita, H-995-5).
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